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BEFORE THE NEBRASKA PUBLIC SERVICE COMM]SSION

In the Matter of the
Nebraska Public Service
Commi-ssio,n, on its o\^/n
Motion, to admipi-ster the
Universal Service Fund Hiqh-
Cost Program: lfindstream
Nebraska Inc., Broadband
Grant Request.

BY THE COMMISSION:

- By Application filed April
Inc. , (Vüindstream or Applicant )

the Nebraska Universal Service

Application No. NUSF-99. 5,8

GRANTED

Entered: July 16, 2019

9, 2019, Vüindstream Nebraska
seeks high-cost support from
Fund (NUSF). Notice of the

OPINION AND F]NDTNGS

application appeared in
April 15,201,9, and in

The Daily Record, Omaha, Nebraska on
the Lincol-n Journal Star, Lincoln,

Nebraska on April 79, 20L9. No protests or interventions hrere
filed; therefore, the Commission processed this application
pursuant to its RuIe of Modified Procedure.

Vüj-ndstream seeks support in the amount of seventy-one
thousand three hundred eighty-six dol-l-ars ($71,386) for the
constructlon of facil-ities to the western area of the Ashland,
Nebraska ILEC exchange. According to Windstream, the Central
Office for Ashland j-s currently connected with interoffice
fiber facil-ities. Customers within reach of the office may
receive 4 Mbps download speeds or better depending on the
copper loop length from the equipment. This project intends to
address those customers in the western area of the exchange
that have long loop lengths and therefore have no broadband or
limited broadband availability. Vrlindstream wil-l- place
equipment at one site/ one remote Base Station approximately
5.7 mil-es west of the Ashland Central Of f ice. These network
upgrades wiÌ1 enable a fixed wireless network capable of
providing speeds of between 10 and 100 Mbps download

Vrlindstream pro j ects the t.otal deployment cost for the
project is $145,477 and is seeking NUSF support in the amount
of $71,386. The difference between the total project.costs and
the requested funding is because Windstream is not seeking
funding in the areas funded by the Federal CommunicatÍons
Commission's (FCC's) Connect America Fund Phase II program.
Vüindstream is requestj-ng that the funding for this project be
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al-lotted toapplied against
?riinostrean.

the remaining 20L1 funds

Vüinclsl-ream estlmates the project will be completed within
180 clays of application uppronrr.- rf fr,* project is approved,
windstream will commit to providing broadband service to all
househol-ds in the project area for a minirnum of five years.

The commission staff conducted an anal-ysis of the censusblocks submitted and compared the information against the
Connect America Fund Phase II eligible areas. The Commissionstaff also reviewed the census block information and compared,it to its wirel-ine Broadband Mapping data, whi-ch uses FCC Form477 depJ-oyment data cor-rected by the FCC biannually. The
commission finds support should be granted in the amount of
$89,060 as requested by Wj_ndstream.

Requests for Reimbursement:

[¡r]indstream must first make the investment and then mayfil-e a request for reimbursement with the tvusF Department.
VüindstÎeam does not need to complete the constructj-on processprior to seekj-ng reimbursement; rather, it may work with the
NUSF Department to develop intervals at which reimbursement
can be sought. The NUSF Department will- reimburse üVindstreamfor capital improvement costs made relative to and as inc]udedin the application filed by the company for the projects
approved in this order. once the investment is made,
vüindstream shal-I file a request for support, provi-de the NUSFDepartment with documentation consiãtent with Departmentpolicy and shall certify to the Department that it had madethe described j-nvestment f or the provision, ma j_ntenance andupgrading of facil-ities and services in the described ruraf
areas.

Report ing Requirement Þ.

windstream sha]l- file, on an annual_ basis, consistent
with federally designated eligible telecommunicatj-ons carrj-ers(ETCs), the information required by the commi_sslon, s
Telecommunications Rules pertaining to ETCs and the investment
information required by the commission's order in Docket NUSF-66. The report shoul-d make clear to the commission that
Vüindstream wil-l- not request reimbursement for equipment wheregrant money wâs also received from another source.
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Vüe further remj-nd Applicant that cons j-stent with the
Commiss j-on' s ETC requirements in Titl-e 291, Neb. Admin " Coden

Chapter 5, S 009.0443, the Commission requires all ETCs to
report on the number of unfulf il-l-ed requests for broadban{
servíce on an annual bas j-s. Applicant must not.if y the
Commissj-on of any requests for broadband that it h¡as not able
to fulfill in the service territory where support is provided.
At a minimum, Appficant should identify the following
information in its annual ETC report to the Commission: 1) the
support area, 2) a descrj-ption of the measures taken, and 3)
the reasons for its inability to provide the requested
service. ûVindstream shall- f1le its annual report on or before
June 1 of each year

As a condition of receiving support, ETCs must offer
broadband servj-ce in the supported areas that meet certain
basic performance requirements. Upon completion of the project
approved herein, hle require Applicant to demonstrate
compliance with certain minimum performance requirements. We

require Applicant to provide evidence that the service
deployed using NUSF support is provided as indicated in the
applicatj-on. Applicant must conduct testing for both speed and
latency'- and provide results f rom those tests. üüe will af ford
Applicant ,the flexibility to measure performance across
deployments in a manner that is best suj-ted to determine the
speed and latency of the service provided .to end user
consumers. However, Applicant must indicate how they measured
broadband performance, including whether it r^/as consistent
with existing network management systems, ping tests t oT other
commonly "-tãitubl" 

network measurement tools I a provider-
developed self-testing configuratj-on, or "results from the
FCC's Measuring Broadband in America (MBA) program.l Such
information should be filed no l-ater than 90 days following
complet,ion of the supported project (s) .

In addition, âû ETC has an obJ-igation to advertise the
availability of services that are supported by uni-versal
service support mechanism using media of general
distribution.2 To ensure that this obligation is met, the
Commission requires Applicant to provide it with a copy of its

I Se'e fn Re Connect America Fund., CAF Phase II Price Cap Service Obligation
Order, VüC Docket No. 1-0-90, 28 ECC Rcd at 15071, paras. 23-25 (October 31,
2013); see afso Performance Measures Public Notice, 32 FCC Rcd at 9323,
para. 6 (December 6, 2OL7) and In re Connect Anerica Fund, lVC Docket No.

1-0-90, Order, 33 FCC Rcd 6509 (Jul-y 6, 201-8) .

2See 47 c.F.R. S 54.201-
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marketing materials to consumers as wel_I as a
hcir the si:pporied service was advertiseci.

description of

Applicant shall be required to complete the approvedprojects within two (2) ycaïs f,rom the date of this Orcier
unl-ess good cause is shown for a l-ater completi-on date.

Broadband Commitments :

The Commission maintains broadband åvail-ability data and
updates that information on at l-east an annual basis. As a
condition of this support, Irüindstream must report broadband
avail-ability to the Commission upon request. Vüindstream must
also confj-rm that it will not seek dupricative support through
the FCC's funding mechanisms"

ORDER

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERBD by the Nebraska Publj-c Service
Commission that Lhe a_bor¡e-captioned appJ-ication submi+.t.ed by
vüindstream be and.it is hereby granted as described herein.

ÏT IS FURTHBR ORDERED that Vüindstream shal-l be subject to
all terms and conditions adopted in this Order.

ENTERED AND
l-6th day of July,

MADE EFFECTIVE
2019.

at Lincoln, Nebraska, thls

COMMISSONERS CONCURRTNG :

Ø*¿* "n^?Y
fu4

NBBRASKA PUBLIC SERVICB COMMISSION

ATTEST:

Executive Direct.or


